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Dissertation: “Dating as Learning”

Abstract:

A marriage market model is developed in which ebe &lomogenous agents meet,
each receives an initial signal of the match quadihd information about the true value of
the match is revealed to each agent at a randdvalanaite. This model departs from
previous discussions of marriage in the field tadlows for gradual information in the
form of dating---temporary matching that providewér flow utility than does permanent
matching---and allows agents to terminate a pdefanatch when more information about
the quality of that match is revealed. Each agahies the match differently, and can
choose to marry, date, or terminate the matchfasmation arrives. Conditions are
established in which a couple will marry, dateseparate upon meeting, and in which they
will marry, date, or separate as each learns tleevialue of the match.
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